THE WONDERFUL HOPE THAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3)

· As Christians we can tap into all of God’s Kingdom privileges and resources
· As Christians we are chosen, we have been adopted into the family of God and we have been forgiven
· When we come to Christ we have a new start to life and all of our past sins are forgiven and forgotten

In the book of Isaiah we read,

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.” (Isaiah 43:25)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”                               (2 Corinthians 5:17)
· Today I want to share from the Bible why when we come to Christ we have a such a wonderful hope and future

· Before I do, I want to first share briefly how it is God’s desire that all people would come into a personal relationship with Him through His Son Jesus.

· No matter how many mistakes a person may have made in life, Jesus will never reject any person that comes to Him with a repentant heart. Jesus made this very clear.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3:16-18)
· BECAUSE OF THE INCREDIBLE GRACE OF GOD AND WHAT CHRIST DID IN DYING ON THE CROSS TO PAY THE PENALTY FOR OUR SINS, EVERY PERSON IN THIS WORLD HAS A HOPE FOR THE FUTURE IF THEY COME TO CHRIST. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” (Romans 5:6-9)

· Every person however must choose to appropriate the gift of eternal life by coming to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith. 
· When we come to Christ we have a fresh start to life and we enter into God’s plan and purpose for our life. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· God wants to see every person living a life that is full of purpose and meaning.
Jesus Himself said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· WE MUST HOWEVER NEVER ALLOW OUR PAST FAILURES AND REGRETS TO PREVENT US FROM EMBRACING THE FUTURE THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)

· Many people never fully embrace the future that God has planned for their life as they are unable to let go of the past so that that they can appropriate all that God has planned for their life and FUTURE.

· If we continually reflect on our past mistakes we will be more likely to be discouraged in life

· God has so much planned for every believer’s life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

 Nor have entered into the heart of man

 The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” 

(1 Corinthians 2:9-10)

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
· In this life we are in a spiritual contest. 
Jesus Himself said,

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)
· The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)

· However the bible makes it clear that we all have a hope and a future. Even when the people of Judah were in captivity for 70 years, the LORD promised them a hope and a future. In the book of Jeremiah we read,
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
“Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.” (Jeremiah 29:12)
· As Christians we can build our lives on the hope that we have in Christ.
· That we can confidently take steps of faith in life because of the hope that we have in Christ Jesus as believers. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

· I really sense today that God wants me to encourage you that His great desire is to see you living an overcoming life which is full of purpose and meaning

· I WILL NOW SHARE SOME REASONS WHY WE HAVE SUCH A GREAT HOPE AND FUTURE WHEN WE GIVE OUR LIVES TO JESUS

1) THAT NOTHING CAN EVER SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
·   We can as Christians be secure in our relationship with Jesus Christ. He is absolutely faithful
·   Even though at times others may let us down, we can depend on God’s unfailing love for us

“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”   (Hebrew 13:5-6)

·  It is often during the trials of our life and when we have been rejected by others that we most sense God’s presence in our life. He is an awesome God.
Footprints in the sand

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed
he was walking along the beach with the LORD.

Across the sky flashed scenes from his life.  
For each scene he noticed two sets of
footprints in the sand: one belonging
to him, and the other to the LORD.


When the last scene of his life flashed before him,
he looked back at the footprints in the sand.

He noticed that many times along the path of
his life there was only one set of footprints.
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He also noticed that it happened at the very
lowest and saddest times in his life.

This really bothered him and he
questioned the LORD about it:


"LORD, you said that once I decided to follow
you, you'd walk with me all the way.
But I have noticed that during the most
troublesome times in my life,
there is only one set of footprints.
I don't understand why when
I needed you most you would leave me."
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The LORD replied:

"My son, my precious child,
I love you and I would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering,
when you see only one set of footprints,
it was then that I carried you."

2) THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN APPROPRIATE ALL OF THE PROMISES OF GOD IN HIS WORD

· The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.”                 (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· The bible is full of promises for every believer’s life
· All of God’s promises are however conditional upon us doing our part.

· TONIGHT I WANT TO LOOK AT TWO OF THESE PROMISES QUICKLY
Jesus said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7)
· GOD MOVES WHEN WE MOVE

· As Christians we can tap into God’s Kingdom promises by faith
· Later tonight we will be praying for people who may have need of healing. In Mark Chapter 16:16-17 we read,

“And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)
· As Christians we need to simply build our lives on what God says about our lives

· WE NEED TO RENEW OUR MINDS WITH GOD’S KINGDOM THINKING 

· The battleground is always the mind

· The bible is full of promises that give all those who trust in Jesus a hope and a future

· MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD IS A KEY TO PROSPERING IN LIFE
· The Apostle Paul said,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)
MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD IS A KEY TO LIVING AN OVER COMING CHRISTIAN LIFE
1) It helps us to build our lives on the promises of God
2) It gives us wisdom to make right choices in life, and 

3) We receive direction for our lives as God speaks to us through His word.
The LORD said to Joshua just before he was about to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
3) THAT WHEN JESUS IS TRULY LORD OF OUR LIFE WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT GOD IS SOVEREIGN IN ALL OF OUR CIRCUMSTANCES – EVEN DURING OUR TRIALS

Jesus Himself said,
“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.” (Matthew 10:29)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)

GOD WILL NEVER ALLOW US TO BEAR MORE THAN WE CAN HANDLE

IT IS DURING THE TRIALS OF LIFE THAT CHARACTER IS MOST FORMED IN OUR LIVES

ALL THAT WE GO THROUGH IN LIFE IS FILTERED THROUGH THE HANDS OF A LOVING GOD
TRIALS HELP US TO DEVELOP THE CHARACTER TO ENABLE US TO DO ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
4) WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS BOTH WILLING AND ABLE TO HELP US – GOD IS ABLE TO PULL US OUT OF THE DEEPEST OF PITS
· King David wrote,

· “Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5)
· The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, 
· “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· Jesus Himself said,

· “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
· WE HAVE A GOD WHO BOTH HEARS OUR PRAYERS AND WHO PROMISES TO ANSWER THOSE PRAYERS THAT ARE IN LINE WITH HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE
· GOD KNOWS WHAT WE NEED IN LIFE AND WHAT IS BEST FOR US

· The Apostle John wrote,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
· Jesus Himself said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
· GOD PARTED THE RED SEA TO MAKE A WAY OF ESCAPE FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WHEN SURROUNDED BY PHAROAH’S ARMY

· JESUS RAISED LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD

· JESUS CONQUERED THE GRAVE

· NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD

5) THAT GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AS CHRISTIANS – A PLAN THAT WILL GIVE US GREAT PURPOSE AND MEANING – LIFE AND LIFE MORE ABUNDANTLY

King David wrote,

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His hand.” (Psalm 37:23-24)
· There are different seasons in our life and Christian walk

· As we are faithful in the little things, God entrusts to us greater responsibilities and opportunities to impact the lives of others

· God’s plan for our life will always involve taking steps of faith

· It will also involve making sacrifices

· However it is only in the giving away of our life to wholeheartedly pursue God’s plan for our life that we experience the abundant life that Jesus spoke about

· If we simply allow the Lord to direct our steps in life we can be assured that all, that God has purposed for our life, will come to pass. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
· KNOWING AND DOING THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIVES IS A KEY TO LIVING A LIFE THAT IS FULL OF PURPOSE AND MEANING

· LIVING FOR THE “KINGDOM CAUSE”

· The “good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· WE MUST SIMPLY JUST MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD AND MAINTAIN A CHILDLIKE TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

6) THAT FOR CHRISTIANS DEATH NO LONGER HAS ANY STING. TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY IS TO BE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD
Jesus Himself said,
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:1-3)
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...” (John 11:25-26)
AS CHRISTIANS WE ALL HAVE A HOPE AND A FUTURE IN CHRIST – NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD
FINALLY

7) THAT GOD PUTS US IN FAMILY WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST 

·  When we become a Christian we become part of God’s family. In the gospel of John we read,

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:” (John 1:12)
·  No matter where we are in the world, God has the ability to connect us with other believers

·  That as believers we can enjoy fellowship with other Christians in local fellowships because of the unique and wonderful bond that we have in Christ

·  In Psalm 68 we read,

“Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Extol Him who rides on the clouds, By His name YAH, And rejoice before Him.

A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows, Is God in His holy habitation. God sets the solitary in families; He brings out those who are bound into prosperity; But the rebellious dwell in a dry land.” (Psalm 68:4-6) 

SO AS BELIEVERS WE HAVE A WONDERFUL HOPE IN CHRIST NO MATTER WHAT WE MAY BE GOING THROUGH IN LIFE BECAUSE:

1) NOTHING CAN EVER SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST

2) AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN APPROPRIATE ALL OF THE PROMISES OF GOD IN HIS WORD

3) WHEN JESUS IS TRULY LORD OF OUR LIFE WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT GOD IS SOVEREIGN IN ALL OF OUR CIRCUMSTANCES – EVEN DURING OUR TRIALS

4) WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS BOTH WILLING AND ABLE TO HELP US – GOD IS ABLE TO PULL US OUT OF THE DEEPEST OF PITS

5) THAT GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AS CHRISTIANS – A PLAN THAT WILL GIVE US GREAT PURPOSE AND MEANING – LIFE AND LIFE MORE ABUNDANTLY

6) THAT FOR CHRISTIANS DEATH NO LONGER HAS ANY STING. TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY IS SIMPLY TO BE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD

7) THAT AS CHRISTIANS WE BECOME A PART OF GOD’S FAMILY
